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0 N . __-2006

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3, MONROE COUNTY
CODE; PROVIDING CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICERS AND OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 3;
PROVIDING FOR RABIES VACCINATIONS OF FERRETS AND
CHANGING REQUIRED AGES OF CATS AND DOGS TO BE
VACCINATED; PROVIDING PENALTIES ENFORCEABLE BY CODE
VIOLATION PROSECUTION FOR DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS
DOGS; PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITIONS AGAINST ABANDONMENT
OF ANIMALS AND CHAINING OF DOGS; PROVIDING FOR
REQUIREMENT OF PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION AND SPAYING
OR NEUTERING OF CATS AND DOGS; PROVIDING FOR
EXEMPTIONS AND ESTABLISHING CRITERIA AND PROCESS TO
OBTAIN AN EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS FOR
PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION AND OF SPAY AND NEUTER OF
DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE
MONROE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Monroe County Code Chapter 3 sets forth provisions regulating animals
and animal owners and keepers in the interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of
Monroe County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners recognizes that some provisions in
Chapter 3 require clarification for ease of interpretation and compliance by the general public as
well as the Officers designated to enforce the provisions; and

WHEREAS, the contractors providing animal control services have responded to US
Fish and Wildlife’s concern about feral cats in endangered species habitat by suggesting
enactment of ordinances to require spay/meuter, permanent identification, and prohibiting
abandonment; now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA:
Section 1. Chapter 3, Monroe County Code, shall be amended as follows:

Chapter 3 ANIMALS AND FOWL

Sec. 3-1. Short title; authority and purpose of provisions.

This Chapter shall be referred to as the "Monroe County Animal Control Ordinance” and is
enacted under the powers of the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Florida, to
regulate animals and animal owners and keepers in the interest of the health, safety and welfare of
the citizens of Monroe County.
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Sec. 3-2- ;—_,;LDef'nitium

(3) Animal at large means any animal, other than a cat, which is not under the control, custody,
charge or possession of the owner or other responsible person in attendance, by leashehain;
a-tether (nolessthan 10 feet), secure fence or other means of confinement or restraint.




(ell) Charging instrument means a writing or document that recites the mode of committing an
offense.

(12)

. The i ivil i 0N Was comimi
¢._The section of the County Code violated.

f. The name ity of
g_mwmmfnﬂmmmﬂwmmwmmw
citation, or to ed under subsection (6).

(d13) Commercial kermel or cattery means a facility which offers the services of a kennel or
cattery for a profit.

{14) (mefw means an;.: act of n_aglg, tum:& ur mrmnm that causm un[usuﬁable pain_or

Mmmwwn msuﬁmnghmﬂmwhmﬂmcmmmﬂc
remedy or relief

(£15) Dangerous animal means any animal which has-attacked

nmuﬂlclarueﬂvnr
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Wﬂchdewasdmmdmnmusclfur ther ani i :
engaged in lawful activity and is the su mmnfmmam:mbammm

16) Direct control 1 which is i iate and inuous.
17y Do an ber of the 1es "Canis Familiaries."

(218) Domesticated companion animal means any-speeies—e

(h19) Effective voice command means voice control within twenty (20) feet by a
competent person which at all times prevents the animal subject to the voice control
from running at large or otherwise violating the provisions of this chapter.

20 /i member of the ies "Mustela Furo"

(#21) Fierce animal means any animal not dangerous or vicious but which frequently shows
aggressive tendencies.

(122) Keeper means any person or corporation possessing or having custody of an animal.
(k23) Kenne! or mﬂery means a—$acilit

¥ i : of -ammals—in I preT Hit '=-="I-i-'
wwlrmwmm whm_u_gw
are_kept for boarding, training. care and grooming, breeding: or stud services for
remuneration,  or sales of offspring or adult animals, but does not include a veterinarian
hospital.

(24) Leash means a cord, strap or other like apparatus that is attached to an animal in an effort
to control the movement of the animal by the holder thereof.

(m25) License cemﬁmre mamaﬂd hmemmﬁm:_lg;ggg_lsmed

(n26)License tag means a rabies-vaceination-and license tag, designed to be attached to an animal
collar, issued pursuant to this chapter.

(827) Licensed veterinarian means a veterinarian licensed to practice in the State of Florida.
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(29) Neglect means failure to comply with the minimum requirements for animal care set forth in
this Chapter.

(p27)Neutered or spayed means rendered permanently incapable of reproduction by surgical
alteration, implantation of a device or other physical means, or permanently incapable of
reproduction because of physiological sterility, but only where the neutered or spayed
condition has been certified by a veterinarian licensed in any state.

(g28)Notice means a notice to appear, unless the context of the chapter requires a different
definition.

(£29)Nuisance means the following:
(1a) An animal that habitually barks, howls, cries, screams or makes other bothersome
noises any time of day or night; or
(Zb) Any animal that, by its conduct or behavior, including but not limited to habitual or
repeated destruction,—desecsation or soiling of any public or private property, habitual
chasing of persons, cars or other vehicles, or running at large, causes a disturbance to the
peace or causes injury or threat of injury to persons or property.

30 cer w officer defined in s. 943.10. Florida Statutes. or any

(832) Owner means any person 15t 1an in charge o imal and i ES 3 TS
aerpamﬂen-ﬁammg—anhaw f in imal; or-any-person-whe-feeds-or

person who kmg or hgrbms thc: anlmal qr I:m 11 in hlﬂ_ﬂ_ﬁl‘ﬂ Wstodv or mnm] and any

rson who has the auﬂmnt tuhawa of mﬂmammal ﬁ!.nmlmar
shallimm eIV PErs cs e address ; :

(33) Person means any individual, chip, limi e i
limited liability company, a i 1SINESS ﬂl'lllt‘b' Knuwled_g_d
wm]cﬁ'm ofmmmmwwum
employed by or in the custody of a corporation, shall be held to be the knowledge and act of
such corporation.

(34) Pet means any Domesticated Companion Animal, excluding livestock, poultry, or wild

animals. which is owned by any person.

35) Poul ic fowl. ornamental bi and birds.

(£36) Premises means a tract of land, including its dwelling units, buildings and other
appurtenances.

(37) Provoke means to perform an act or omission that an ordinary and reasonable person would
conclude is likely to precipitate the bite or attack by an animal.
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(v38)Quarantine means strict confinement by leash, closed cage, paddock, or in any other

manner, and in a place as approved by the eeunty-health-agent animal control supervisor of
all animals specified in the order.

@Mmmammmm Thefmmmavbe
combined wrthﬁwllccmc c:ruﬁcate big

(41) Rabies vaccination tag means a tag, designe e attache

(wd2)Sporting kennel or cattery means a facility which offers no services for profit, which
maintains animals solely for the owner's sporting or hobby purposes, and which sells
offspring and adult animals only on an occasional basis. "Occasional basis" means animal
sales of a frequency of no greater than one (1) litter per fertile female per year.

{w43) Tether means a rope or chain fastened to an animal and stationery object(s) to keep said
animal within a certain boundary.
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A Vicious Animal does not include the following:

Sec. 3-3 4. Construction; maintenance of peund animal control shelter; purpeses;feesfor
impounded-animals: Employing, Ccontracting and Aappointment of Department-manager
animal control supervisor and Agentsofficers; duties.
(1) The board may purchase, lease or construct, and may operate and maintain ecunty-pounds-or
sub-peunds animal control shelters to retain the following:

(a) Aanimals at large,

(b) Aany fierce, vicious or dangerous animals not properly secured or restrained by the
owner or keeper,

(c) Aanimals that are nuisances, animals having or believed to have rabies or other
infectious or contagious discases,

(d) Ddogs not licensed and inoculated as required by this chapter, or

(e) Aany animal otherwise in violation of this eChapter or required by this Chapter to be

impounded or quarantined.
[2} The board may enafge-reasonaie—rees—io P
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(a) Any stray animal;

(b) Any animal at large;

(c) Any fierce, vicious or dangerous animal not properly restrained or secured by the
owner or keeper;

(d) Any animal carrying or believed to be carrying rabies or other infectious or contagious
diseases;

(e) Any animal that is a nuisance;

(f) Any dog not licensed and inoculated as required by this chapter;

(2) Any sick or injured animal for which the owner or keeper cannot be found after
reasonable effort to do so, or for which the owner or keeper is unable or unwilling to provide
proper care;

Chapter,

(i) Any other animal authorized by this chapter to be guarantined, impounded, caught,
seized or picked up.
(3)_The departmes: or his Aofficers er-assistants shall

mpmndnrathemsedmpmnfsmhanmmlsaspmwdﬂdummgdmptﬂ

(34) The department-manager-animal control supervisor e his-autherized and animal control
Aofficers or-assistants shall investigate complaints or actions allegedly in violation of this chapter
and shall issue citations demanding that the violations cease or be corrected. Those animal control
Aofficers authorized to issue citations pursuant to sections 828 27(1)(b) and 828.23(1){f), Florida
Statutes, haveaml'mtyundarﬂ:uschaptar

(45) Pursuant to law, the department manas O EIVi

assistants officers may enter puhhc or unfmmd pnvatc pmpm‘ty wu.hm the county, except
nﬁldﬂﬂtmlbmldmgs,tumnjfwtthﬁdummq)medbythmohapiﬁ

{(56) The de a ontrol supervisor may declare an animal to be a "fierce
animal," 'dangermmanmnl or wcmsammal as defined by section 3-2 of this chapter, and
myudwﬂleumrufsmhamm]mmrmnmdmnﬁmﬁmambkmnﬂr
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B) The animal control officer shall rl ice Offi
themuDGseﬂfﬂusﬂrdmm Hgnrshﬂshallha\rﬂﬂmmmnhumxmdmm

C Thnammal.mmmlnﬁ' i of i i which are not clai
and rel i da one llowing methods:
(1) adoption by an individual pe who meets ion criteria fi imal; or

such asa hcemcd humane society or animal pmtectmn shcltr:r, g];

(3) release to a duly recognized service provider to the County. such as a licensed
humane society or animal protection shelter.

H er,ifa urca.thasacnllarl r i of ip. the animal
mnunlufﬁmrsltau in first class mail of the im
ition of the animal shall then not be i 10 ﬁnmﬂrer.hn:uf
mailing the notice. The animal control supervisor shall maintain a record of when the
w_amuuﬂﬂ what circumstances. 'I'hlsrmordshall also indicate the
date of notice sent to the | ent osition of the

ammal Thsmmdmnmm]ymﬂ@;mg m;ggmlgmdmﬂmmmm

in a conspicuous place at the ammal con “ = bodi f
at the animal currtrol shelter or elsewhere in the mum;.: shall be dlsnmad of l.w thc a.mrnal

lter bv their ﬂm ition (not need not be for the minimum

applicable provisions of ﬂus ﬂrd:mancc and mc statutm of d:m Sta:e Thc, ammal control
officer shall also I:w.: ohllgcd to seize and un;gnd anx mh:&s—sasmed a.unna] and cause

amord_@czcwﬂtimnmﬂslmsnfﬂnsﬂrdmame

(E) The animal control officer is authorized and empowered in accordance with the
provisions of this Drdnuce to mtewww

WMimmdmmfﬂmwmofdggg mlsurammalsm

kmwmmﬂmﬂmnmhwmmiwdmh&ﬂmmﬂw
amimal control officer is a d em SSUE 2

r fe for li hasbmmucuredmaumrdamewnhthlg
Chapter or for any other violation of this Chapter. The provisions of this subsection shall
include, but not be limited to. investigation of. and seizure for, cruelty to animals. and

investigation and seizure of vicious or dangerous animals.
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g_mgm.g__d_ogurmtmtsellue @Mlﬂﬂﬂfp_&lﬁﬂfd_og;mm
W!ﬂ'l [NE intent 1o '-' 1 e

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 11



Sec. 3-6. Fees and Monies Collected.

under this chanter The uwners nr keeuers of mmndcd ammais sha]l nas 'Ihﬂ fcms_am:'l_mr@tc__q
sworn statement of Or Tes 1bily asa ion urecedcm to release of an

and all of administerin » shallbe ﬁmd.'Ihebmrdslm]]

promulgate by resolution all charges
has been adwdmatcd a dangerous animal nursgg.'m' to Sectmn ‘.-'6? IZ Flmmm

unts for

mmnait:'he feﬂsamia!i costs to I[H-'ld.ESIlCIl

I
accounted for and turned over to the County Clerk on or before the first of each and every month,
or more often if reasonably necessarv. under the standard practices e Clerk's a in;

system.

Sec. 3-57 .. Vaccination of dogs, and cats, and ferrets.

(1) Any resident person who owns or keeps a dog, eF cat, or ferret four (4) months old or older
shall cause the dog, er cat, or ferret to be vaccinated effectively against rabies with a United
States Gevernment Department of Agriculture approved vaccine, by a licensed veterinarian.
Evidence of vaccination shall consist of a rabies vaccination certificate signed by the veterinarian
administering the vaccination and a eCounty rabies vaccination tag attached to the animal's collar.
The certificate shall contain:

(a) A numerically serialized certificate.

(b) The name, address, and phone number of the owner.

(c) The date of vaccination.

(d) The expiration date of the vaccination.

(e) The species, age, sex, color, breed, weight, and name of the animal vaccinated.

(f) The rabies vaccine manufacturer.

(g) The vaccine lot number.

(h) The type and brand of vaccine used.

(1) The route of administration of the vaccine.

(1) The signature of the licensed veterinarian.

amnmt desi gg;ﬂ in the rahm vaccination _certificate Noadm'-—mwmanun mﬁm—m tag
;gumhgmuthﬁ]unsdjggmshallbevﬂndmdmmmty A lieense

(3) The rabies vaccination certificate and tag are issued for one animal is and are only valid for
the animal Leensed and is are not transferable.
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{4} Vaccmauun :sexmsedon]y :--, SwWRer—of

mmgﬁmavaﬂcmat:mwuuldbcmjunmmmlhammlshmhhhecauseofttsmmﬁm.
conside {n—&m-laﬁar—wammtslﬂﬂbekeptm

anenn]wedhmldmgnrkeune],andwhmo@cof' ' 5 g ; :

Mmlﬂwvmmmﬁ:@wﬂmm

(1) Any person who owns or keeps in Monroe County a dog, cat or ferret six-{6) four (4)
months of age or older shall cause the animal to be licensed upon establishing
residency in Monroe County or upon reaching the age of six+6) four (4) months and
thereafter as conforms to the current status of the rabies vaccination. A license shall
consist of a rabies-vaeeination-and license certificate and a rabies vaceination-and
license tag for the anmimal’s collar. License certificates and license tags may be issued

mlywmwwmwmmvmnm

shall bevahdf‘orthcnumherofwhmhthemhqm vamnauanmvers No other

llmcmﬁmmElmmemgMMshﬂlhcvﬂMm
MonmeCmmy A licens

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 13



(Z4) Any nonresident who brings a dog. cat. or ferret six (6) months of age or older into Monroe
County with intent to reside within the county permanently, or temporarily for a minimum of six
(6) months, shall obtain a license certificate and a license tag from the departmentmanager
animal control supervisor or a licensed veterinarian within thirty (30) days of arrival. The owner
must prove ownership of the animal.

(25) mmwmm§mgmummmm
andhmtagwhmharenfumfmm esign for oughs i ]

mgn_mm_mﬂshﬂlmethﬂms& cerhﬁcaiﬂwndhcemtagsto
licensed veterinarians. The department—manager animal control supervisor shall promulgate

rcasonable rules and regulations for collection of license fees and shall account annually to the
board for revenues received.

(36) The board shall establish by resolution the fees to be charged for the license certificate and
hwnse H&Mﬂﬂfﬂr mcoumd lmmfmummmw

(47) A Monroe County residents who owns either a seeing-eye dog or a hearing dog, properly
trained and actually being used to assist a blind person or a deaf person, respectively, may obtain

from the department-manager animal control supervisor a licenses at no charge upon presentation
of proof of such utilization.

[§§) By resnlut:m, thc board may prmrlde m_mguhum ii::r M—W&

mm%m{s

(69) The board may, by resolution, authorize veterinarians to retain a specified portion of the
license fee for each license issued as reimbursement for the cost of issuing the license.

(#10) In the event a license tag is lost or destroyed, a replacement shall be issued by the
department-manager animal control supervisor or licensed veterinarian upon presentation of the
corresponding license certificate and payment of the appropriate fee.

(811) It is unlawful for any person to remove the license tag of any licensed animal within
Monroe County except:

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 14



(a) When the animal is participating in any organized exhibition, field trial or
competition or is in training for these events, or is engaged in a legal sport under supervision of
its owner or keeper, or is undergoing grooming; or

(b) When the dog is confined in a licensed kennel, grooming facility, veterinary
hospital, or county pound facility, in which case the license tag number shall be recorded and
readily identifiable with the animal to which it belongs; if the animal is not licensed, the facility
shall clearly indicate it on the facility's records; or

(c) When a licensed veterinarian orders in writing that the license tag and collar be
remﬂvadformsonscftheammarshm]th,mmhmhmselhaammﬂls!mﬂbemnﬁmdmﬂunan
enclosed building or kennel. or : :

times until the veterinarian permits the wllar andtagsa,gam to be placed on the ammal or
(d) When the animal is being voluntarily confined within an enclosed building or

(212) Persons newly residing in Monroe County shall comply with the licensing provisions of
this section within thirty (30) days of change of residence.

(183) It is unlawful for any person to use or to possess a stolen, counterfeit or forged license
certificate or license tag, wvaccination certificate, inoculation deterrent form or other
documentation required by or issued pursuant to this chapter.

(144) It is unlawful for the owner or keeper of a dog to refuse to show upon demand by the

departmeni-—manager animal control supervisor or his-authorized-assistants an animal control
@miﬁehmwﬁﬁmﬁwhmhgwuﬂmrdmum required by and issued pursuant to
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Sec. 3-9. Suspension or revocation of license; seizure of animals.

Mi SUSpensions a;nd rcmcaM of lﬂﬂiﬁ and all seizures and :mggymjglg;t_s of animals sh.all

toumehvﬁwBua:dofCommM

3-10. Kennel License Required - License Fee

(1) Each person. group, association, or corporation. other than a licensed veterinarian. engaged

in the commercial business of buying, selling, breeding or boarding dogs or cats, who owns or
mp_s ﬁve {5} or more dn_SLandfur MM&M ﬁum the Eoun;x

kennei license fee shall be as follqws

_$250 per annum for a capacity up to five; $500 per annum for a capacity of six to ten: $1.000
per annum for a capacity over 10.

(2) The board mav. by msulutmn. provide discounted kennel li f n f h
conditions as a le reason for reducing the li

3 No animal control nrammalmnnblcﬂicershalllss“eakmnelhmm

and mamurdggx mth Smte ate laws and this ﬂrdmam:e

Sec. 3-711. Animals at large prohibited; restraint of fierce, dangerous, vicious
animals; nuisances; confinement of female dogs and cats in heat; "curbing” dogs.

(1) sualawhsl forany No owner or keeper of an animal other than a domestic cat shall
willfully or negligently te allow the animal to run at large on any public property or on any
private property of another without permission of the property owner. Any animal under the close
supervision of its owner or keeper or otherwise engaged in an organized amimal exhibition, field
trial, competition, legal sport or training for these activities, shall not be deemed to be an animal
at large. It is unlawful for owners or keepers of a diseased animal, including a diseased cat, to
allow the animal to run at large.

(2) lis-unlawfal-for-the No owner or keeper of an animal declared by the department-manager
animal control supervisor to be fierce, vicious or dangerous shall either willfully or negligently te
allow the animal to run at large or to fail to secure, restrain or confine the animal as ordered by
the depastmentmanager animal control supervisor or animal control officer pursuant to this
eChapter.

(3) H—is—unlawfalfor-any No animal owner or keeper te shall permit, either willfully or
neghgeuﬂy, the amma] to be a nuisance. The owner or keeper of w ﬁ;tr which the owner

mﬂmmabalelhenmsame Mgw,ﬂlcmamkmushﬂlmw

the animal in such manner as is necessary to prevent the continuation of the nuisance. Within
fourteen days of receipt of notice that an animal constitutes a public nuisance. the owner or

keeper shall permanently mnﬁnwvﬂ me ammal destmwd hv eutlgmg_g by a
animal from the

Omnibus Animal Ordinance 16



(4) M-is-unlawfulfor-any No owner or keeper te shall permit a female dog or cat in heat (estrus)
to be upon the streets or in any public place. The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat
shal]mnﬁncthearuma]30asmmkenuﬂcccs&tblcmanymaledﬂgmcatmmptformtmllad
and intentional breeding purposes. Confinemse e s sHfthar-restrat
Maintaining direct control or confinement wrﬂuna&nm,upenkmneanmmgeormn%
mshall_mbepmumadmbe;mfﬁmemandnﬁmmmphanmmﬂlthsu

(5) a Wﬂomgomrorkmermgmﬂ_ﬂmmwmhnddogupﬂnmy
school grounds.

b. lsunlawfulfera N dugnwnﬂrurkeepujhl,elﬂmwdlﬁﬂlyurneghgﬂnﬂy mpermltﬂm
dog, to defecate upon any p - 2 al sig
pwywnhwtﬂmperm:ssmuftheuwner ﬁdognﬁmmkaepﬁlsreqmmdmmeﬂm
dogsfmcsﬁmnanyMMgschmlgrmmdsmmypnvﬂepmmupmwmchthe
dogxsnmycnmttedtnﬂef’ccam A pers stod --uu--r 1

persunmaycauseorallawanydunmsucammal{ofwhatevermze}othﬂrthanananmnldm
assists a disabled person to be brought to, or remain on, any county park or beach, with the
exceptions of parks and beaches specified in subsection d.

d. Pets are permitted to be taken to Key Largo Park in Key Largo and Sombrero Beach Park in
Ma:admn,suhjecttupet-ﬁwndlypa:kmstrmmspocmedmdup(al35afﬂ:k:Monmchnty

€. Exwptfmamnmlsthatasmsidlsahiedpersuns and animals that play a work-related role,
domestic animals are prohibited from all county facilitics cxcept for-those—parks-and-beaches
where-domestie-animals-are- where specifically allowed by other sections of the Monroe County
Code or by resolution of the board.

f. _If this subsection (5) is violated, the department is authorized to remove the animal or, in its
discretion, to order the owner or keeper to do so.

g. Fhe An owner or keeper of any animal shall immediately remove any excrement deposited by
the animal on any property other than that of the owner. whether the animal is lawfully or

unlawfully on the property. Failure to do so immediately shall constitute an additional violation
of this s&ctlon

3-12 nment of Animals Prohibited.

1) Keepin arAbmﬁdamn anAm fvaie riy. No
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abandon any animal in a -
protection, and sheltqgtw

Sec. 3-13. Neutering of dogs and cats.

(1) Reguired Spay and Neutering. No person in Monroe County shall own, possess, or have
control or custody of a dog, or cat four (4) months of age or older which is not spaved or
neutered except for those animals for which an exemption license has been issued.

(2) Licensed Exemptions. Qwners and keepers of dogs and cats who do not want their animals

mm_qr_@_tggg;_ga:dim of the reason. shall obtain an annual llmg from their ]nca]

ountv. The annual fee for this license shal

(3) Spay, Neuter or License for Fxemption Reguired. No dog or cat which is four (4) months
of age or older shall be released by any County Animal Control officer to an owner or
keeper unless said animal is spaved or neutered or licensed to be exempt from the

(1) Chaining to stationary objects. No owner of one or more dogs. whether vaccinated or
unvaccinated, li r unlicensed. shall allow any of said dogs to be tied or chained to dog

houses or any other stationary objects.

(2) Chaining on private property in general. No owner of one or more dogs. whether vaccinated
or unvaccinated, licensed or unlicensed, shall allow any of said dogs to be tied or chained to

any object. stationary or otherwise, while said animal is on the property of the owner. the
OWNEr's r in M

(3) Confinement. A.nv conﬁnﬂd within a or Vi rnjru'

Mﬁaﬂmm&m madc ofcham [mkar smular fi:nmg matmals with

all four sides closed. The enclosure shall be of sufficient height to prevent the dog from
escaping.

Sec. 3-11 15. Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting or teasing an animal.

Itis-unlawful for-any No person te shall entice or lure any animal out of an enclosure or off the
property of its owner or keeper, or to seize, molest or tease any animal while the animal is held or
controlled by its owner or keeper or while the animal is on the property of its owner or keeper.

Sec. 3-16. Cruelty to animals.
(1) No person shall unnecessarily overload, overdrive, torment, deprive of necessary sustenance

or shelter, or unnecessarily mutilate or kill any animal, or cause the same to be done, or carry in
or upon any vehicle, or otherwise, any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner,
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Sec. 3-18. Prohibition against fighti i anim
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Sec. 3-919. Confinement of fierce, dangerous or vicious animals.

(1) Upon complaint, the department-manager animal control supervisor shall investigate whether
an animal is fierce, dangerous or vicious. If the department-manager animal control supervisor
finds that such animal is a fierce, dangerous or vicious animal, he shall notify the owner or keeper
mﬁnhng,smnngﬂlthefacmknuﬁnmhmgmdshmurdﬂﬂwownwmkwpermwuﬁnﬁﬂw
ammaltuasuhsmua]mclosum A-bechi i

LLMNGWMMMHM&WM&W
or nmmmmmmemww
I ' : of this section : fFailure to comply constitutes a

vmhnonofﬂlmdupwrmdmbgecmﬂmuwnﬂrmkwpﬂmﬂwpﬁulmahmmm
and subjects the animal to seizure as th h.
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(1) Zoning. Mo livestock, such as cows, goats, sheep or pigs, barnyard animals such as chickens,
ducks, rabbits or geese, shall be kept either penned or loose in any zone where not otherwise
pmmundemnmanty Ammals considered wild shall not be kept in any residential
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(iii) Provide to the animal control officer written proof from a licensed

Veteri thﬂanunaihasbeens r neute or written stateme
from a licensed v h Animal cannot il or
neutered.
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Sec. 3-821. Seizure, destruction of animals adjudged nuisances; disposal of impounded
animals; compensation to owners; exemption of feral cats from the five-day holding period.

(1) When a court of competent jurisdiction adjudges an animal a nuisance under this chapter or

other law, the department-manager animal control supervisor or authorized-assistant animal
control officer may seize the animal and offer it for adoption, or destroy it in an humane manner.

(2) The department manager animal control supervisor may likewise offer for adoption, destroy
or otherwise dispose of any animal impounded pursuant to this chapter but only according to the
following procedure. Unless determined by a veterinarian to be discased or in pain, an animal
may not be destroyed during the first five (5) working days after impoundment. In addition, an
animal may not be adopted out or released to anyone other than its owner during the first five
working days after impoundment. If the animal is not destroyed according to a veterinarian's
determination or claimed by its owner during the initial five-day period, then the animal may be
offered for adoption or destroyed if:

(1A) No owner exists; or

(2B) An owner is not identified within five (5) working days after attempts by the
department-manageranimal control supervisor to do so; or

(3C) Hﬂmmmhmmbenmwdaﬂﬁmmmbkmmmbymc

Rent-Ianage : supervisor to do so for a reasonable period of time; or

(4D) Anownulmsbemmulnﬁedhﬂhasbyhm’hum failure to act, or

statements, indicated an intent to abandon the animal.

(3) The departmentsmanager animal control supervisor shall make every reasonable effort to
identify and notify owners or keepers of the impoundment of their animal pursuant to this
chapter, and such efforts shall be made for a reasonable period of time as determined by the board
by resolution. However, where the department-manager animal control supervisor complies fully
and makes every reasonable effort based on the situation to identify and notify such owners and
keepers, and where such efforts fail, resulting in the adoption or destruction or other disposal of
the animal, the department manager animal control supervisor shall be deemed to have complied
fully with due process of law, and no owner or keeper shall be entitled to any compensation for
loss of the animal.

(4) In the case suspected feral cats, the depariment—manager animal control supervisor has the
Mtommmmmmhﬂwhammmmm if
the cat is determined to be feral by the department-manager anima rol su
mmﬂmmemmuumthnfﬁalcatpmmﬂrﬁve-dayhuldmgpmoi
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will own and imal in a humane fashi n rdance with ws and this
Ordinance.

Sec. 3-1022. Seizure of animals by property owners or tenants; delivery to department
manager animal control supervisor; impoundment and disposal; standard of care to be
exercised by seizing party. _

(1) Itis lawful for a property owner or tenant to seize in as humane manner any dog, cat or other
animal running at large on his property in violation of section 3-711 of this chapter. Where such
seizure is made, the property owner or tenant shall immediately deliver the animal to the
department-manager animal control supervisor or his-assistantanimal control officer. The property
owner or tenant shall treat the animal humanely and shall exercise utmost care to ensure the
animal's safety and well being.

(2) The-departmentmanager An animal control supervisor may impound any animal delivered
by its owner, or by a property owner or tenant pursuant to paragraph (1), and may release or
dispose of the animal pursuant to this chapter.

(3) Any person who seizes an animal pursuant to this section shall exercise utmost care to treat
the animal humanely and to avoid any injury, sickness, hunger or any other ailment or affliction
whatsoever in both the seizure of the animal and the delivery of the animal to the department
manager animal control supervisor. Any person unable to comply with the foregoing for any
reason shall not seize and deliver any animal; and any person who does injure or maim any
animal or who does subject an animal to hunger, sickness, or any other ailment or affliction,
either intentionally or negligently, in the exercise of the person's authority under this section, is in
violation of this chapter and subject to the penalties herein.

Section 3-23. Investigation

wﬂmﬂoﬁﬂ Oraﬂi'ﬂfﬁwwmpowcredm
enter upon any premises on which an animal is kept or harbored to demand the exhibition of a
1 Li r f

4 A.nan' | 1 1 anadmi' 'wm.mhwmamﬁmnthe
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Sec. 3-1224. Enforcement; fines.
(1) Violations Observed Upon observing a violation of this chapter, the department-manager
animal control supervisor or a sworn animal control Oofficer or any other law enforcement
Bofficer may either:

(a) Isaueamtammtoﬂuemermkmpernfme animal, wluch shallbg_m

Thedaieandﬁnwofﬂleisauamenrfmecitaﬁun;

The name and address of the person cited;

The date and time the civil infraction was committed;

The facts constituting probable cause for the issuance of the citation;

The ordinance violated,;

The name and authority of the Officer issuing the citation;

The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to contest
the citation;

A statement of the maximum civil penalty (not to exceed $500.00) which may be
imposed if the person cited contests the citation and is determined to have violated
the ordinance;

9. A statement of the civil penalty payable if the person cited does not contest the
10. A conspicuous statement that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the
time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, or fails to appear in
court as required by the citation, he shall be deemed to have waived his right to
contest the citation, and that, in such case, judgment may be entered against the
person for an amount up to the maximum civil penalty of five hundred dollars
($500.00). In addition, if a person fails to pay the civil penalty, or fails to appear in
court to contest the citation or fails to appear in court as required by the citation, the
court may i1ssuc an order to show cause upon the request of the governing body of the
county. This order shall require such persons to appear before the court to explain
why action on the citation has not been taken. If any person who is issued such order
fails to appear in respomse to the court’s directive, that person may be held in
contempt of court.

e B BB R B

==

(b) Impound the animal which is the subject of the violation and commence prosecution
of the offense pursuant to this Chapter or Florida Statutes section 828 247(1)(f).

(c) 1. The following type of violations of this chapter require a mandatory court

appearance by the person cited:
a. Aggravated violations resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking or
wounding by a domestic animal;
b. Violations resulting in the destruction or loss of personal property;
¢. Second or subsequent violations; or
d. Violations resulting in the issuance of a third or subsequent citation.

2. Persons required to appear in court do not have the option of paying the fine
instead of appearing in court.

3. The director of public works shall maintain records to prove the number of
citations issued to any one (1) person.
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(2) Complaints of Violations Not Observed. Upon receipt of an affidavit of complaint
signed by one (1) person under oath before an individual authorized to take
acknowledgments, setting forth the nature and date of the act, the owner or keeper of
the animal, the address of the owner or keeper, and a description of the animal, the
department manager animal control supervisor or a sworn animal control Aofficer or
other law enforcement Agentofficer shall investigate the complaint to determine
whether there is probable cause to believe a violation of this chapter has occurred.

If probable cause exists, the department-manager animal control supervisor or a
sworn animal control Officer shall commence prosecution of the offense pursuant to
Florida Statutes section 828.27(1)(f).

(3) Punishment. Upon conviction, any person violating this chapter shall be punished as
provided by law. Each day during which the violation continues shall be deemed a
scparate offense.

(a) Violations of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a civil infraction. The
maximum civil penalty shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per violation.

(b) Court costs, surcharges and other special charges shall be deducted by the clerk of
the circuit court in the same manner and amounts as provided for class 1 noncriminal
violations.

(c) If the party cited does not contest the citation, the penalty given shall be one hundred
dollars ($100.00) except as follows:

m Viﬂiarmm nfSecr:mxj 12. 3-;3 3-:4 3-16. ﬁﬂm_hrwm

i) Violators ineligible t redemption or adoption from Monroe County Shelter.
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ing the citation shall be ineli to or animal from a
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(3) Emh act or anu.mtm. per m!mi. a semra:e aﬁéme A vmhnun of this Chapter as to

(6)

mm&mnwnfmmmmwﬂm
interference with department-manager officer in performance of duty.
hmuulawﬁﬂfmm:ypcrsmmmﬁ:semSmmdaranamnmlupmlawfuldﬂmandbymc
@ Itmmﬂawﬁdfnrmypmmnmmmwmlmmyamuulﬁmﬂmmmdyoﬁh:

Rt MARAgeF ANima pervisor or his-assistant an animal control officers or to
mmtomkemyammﬂﬁmnammypwndmhmtmlmufﬁcmw
animal control supervisor or his-assistants an animal control officers in the performance of their
duties under this chapter.

Sec. 3-1426. Quarantine provisions; impoundment and treatment of sick and injured
animals; disposal of dead animals.

(1) When a domesticated animal has bitten a person or another animal, or is believed to have
bitten a person or another animal, or is suspected by the department -manager animal control
supervisor to have rabies, it shall be quarantined by a licensed veterinarian under the supervision
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approved by the Department of Health.

(2) The department-manager animal control supervisor may impound any animal believed to be
carrying an infectious or contagious disease, or any injured animal, and may retain the services of
a licensed veterinarian to treat it. The department manager animal control supervisor may accept
sick or injured animal upon delivery. When a sick or injured animal is owned and the owner is
identified, such owner shall be liable for payment of veterinary expenses or reimbursement of the
county's expenses in treating the animal. At the discretion of the depariment manaser animal
control supervisor, a sick or injured animal may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of, and its
remains disposed of without compensation to the owner or keeper, provided that the depastment
manager animal control supervisor shall make reasonable effort to notify the owner or keeper that
Iheanjmalisim;)mndad.

b3 e it b : '=:-
m&ﬂ&g&fﬂﬂlﬂﬂi cmrtml supervisor shall cha:gethauwnerﬂ:eapphcablafeefurwmumunm
licensing. When an impounded animal is not claimed within a reasonable period of time, as
determined by board resolution, the department-manager animal control supervisor may transfer
custody or ownership of the animal to a humane agency or a new owner, or may destroy the
amimal and dispose of its remains. In either event, the owner or kecper will not be entitled to
compensation.

(3) When an animal dies, the owner or keeper of the animal shall dispose of the remains
immediately. When the department manager animal control supervisor or his-assistant gnimal
control officer discovers a dead animal, he shall notify the owner or keeper, if known, and shall
order the owner or keeper to dispose of the remains immediately. If the party notified fails to
comply within twenty-four (24) hours, the department-manager animal control supervisor shall
cause the remains to be disposed of and shall bill the animal owner or keeper, as appropriate, for
the costs of disposal. Such animal owner or keeper may further be held in violation of this chapter
and punished as provided herein. The department—manager animal control supervisor shall
dispose of the remains of an animal which has died on public property, but only where an owner
or keeper cannot be notified. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to limit or contravene the
provisions of Florida Statutes section §23.041.

(4) Any wild animal that bites or otherwise exposes a human to rabies shall be immediately
killed and tested for rabies unless the county health Officer determines the circumstances warrant
an exception.

Sec. 3-1527. Impounding, redeeming by owner, disposition of unredeemed dogs.

(1) Impoundment Authorized. Any dog found without a mnrmt mg or any ammal found in
ﬂdanﬂnofthlschaptcr .-.,;:,.=;-,- county—emplovee : :
amploves the humane-socieby-at by B SO gglmlcmuulufﬁﬂgrﬂﬂmm
tmﬂﬂ—&&—dﬁm a.mma] SME sum:&m‘, and imprisoned and impounded at a place
maintained or designated for that purpose.

(2) Disposal of Unredeemed Animals: Fees. After a period of confinement of five (5) days,
those animals not claimed may be disposed of through approved humane agencies, or otherwise
in a humane manner. Animals shall be released to owners on presentation of proof of ownership
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andaftcrpmpcr:m!anon, licensing and payment of fees as well as sterilization if necessary to
Iy wi

(3) Adoption of Unclaimed Animals. The fee for the adoption of an unclaimed animal shall be as
adopted by the board of county commissioners plus the any cost required by Florida Statutes to

qualify the animal for adoption.

Sec. 3-1628. Number of dogs, and cats and ferrets restricted.

UNDWWMIIW orharbur mcﬂmnfuur{tlldamame

wmsed kenne],m or pet slwp

(2) Any number of birds may be kept as long as they are adequately and humanely cared for, and
ﬂlmrmlsedues not masonahiy um'udr: mtutlu:dumam Ufﬁhﬁrpmmus,_mﬂww_

Sec. 3-1730. Keeping of fowl or wildlife.
L‘t Thﬂ mmt}' shﬂlm_wm or mlﬂuon lc-nl*'nr momM_s_
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(2) An animal control supervisor or animal control agent may issue a citation to anyone who

Sec. 3-232. Rules and regulations.

The board may enact reasonable rules and regulations to implement and carry out the provisions
of this chapter, including but not limited to, the right to regulate or exempt certain animals from
this chapter, and the right to regulate the numbers and types of animals and the conditions under
which they may be maintained in residentially zoned areas.

Sec. 3-2333. Areas of enforcement.
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Pursuant to article VIII section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Florida, the board may
enforce this chapter throughout the unincorporated areas of Monroe County, and within the
incorporated areas of the county to the extent the chapter does not conflict with any municipal
ordinance.

(a) Removed from its present custody, or

b) Made the subj f i medmmuwucrbvthﬂﬂmm;xmm.
w enforcement officer. or any animal 1 iven ion and an
i i ition
(2) Any law enforcement officer or any animal control officer may:
(a) Lawfully take custody of any animal found neglected or cruelly treated by removing
the animal from its present location. or

(b) Order the owner of any animal | : ' i
caretoﬂleammalatﬂrmamar’s c_xpmsc wltlmut rc:moval ofﬂ'.lf: Ml ﬁvmj_m'ﬁsﬂ
1 lt‘rth mﬁaMmmtm_@eaftham:ﬂvwhemmﬂm
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of or abandoned animals as la animal control officers.
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subsection (2). u ﬂntheuwnﬂrnftheanum.] if he or she is known and i 1 n

animal was mance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating
tosm:ccofpmccssThshmffufﬂmmun_txslﬂlindg@gg fee for service of such
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(4) (a) Thenﬂirmurmalwnnulu or tak
section shall for ither:

L._The owner is adjudged by the court to be able to provide adequately for, and have
custody of, the animal, in which case the animal shall be returned to the owner upon
payment by the owner for the care and provision for the animal while in the agent's or
officer's cu . or
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i itipns fi 1-ani housing.

A) Housing facilities 1 sound and shall be maintained in
good repair, to protect the animals from illness or injury, to contain the animals, and to restrict the
entrance of other animals.

B) Every buildi i ammmmmmdshaﬂbemnstmﬂeduf
matem!whmhmnbeml dmedandshallbe inacl 3

Enne

shelteraudp_mcmnﬁ‘mnthﬂ wmthzratal!mnm, mclu@g. hutnmimedtn anummumuf’a
roofed. three-sided structure of suitable size. All animals must be provided with an area protected

from the elements so as to provide a drv. clean area for the animals to rest.

E) No shallfa.tltn mﬂdeanannna]mth shelter time an animal is

(A) No condition shall be maintained or permitted that is or could be injurious to the

animals.

(B) All reasonable precautions shall be taken to protect the public from the animals and
animals from the public.
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D) No person shall OF cause in vehmlenrmhﬂrmsc an
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2 E Owners’ nsibilities.

(A) A person who owns or harbors a ferret that has bitten. scratched, caused
abrasions or contaminated with saliva or other infectious material an open wound or
mucous membrane of a human being shall report the incident within 48 hours to the
County Health Department.

iBMncmonwhuownsmlmbmafmmﬂwhauM_ﬂm_L

22) Dead Ani 1 for an owner or caregiver, or person possessing
an animal to do any of the following:
A) To imal or o carcass of anv dead animal. into an
body of water. road. street. alley. lane. or other public property.
(B) To allow the carcass of a dead animal to be left unattended and not properly
f 7 rs after the death of the animal.

Sec. 3-2236. Construction of provisions.
The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed in order to effect the purposes of this
chapter.

Section 2. Section 19-153(b),MCC_ is hereby repealed.

Section 3. SEVERABILITY. If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall not affect the remaining
portions of this ordinance. If this ordinance or any provision thereof shall be held to be
inapplicable to any person, property or circumstances, such holding shall not affect its
applicability to any other person, property or circumstances.

Section 4. CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of said conflict.
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ion 5. INCLUSION IN CODE OF ORDINANCES. The provisions of this ordinance
shall be included and incorporated in the Code of Ordinances of the County of Monroe, Florida,
as an addition or amendment thereto, and shall be appropriately renumbered to conform to the
uniform numbering system of the Code.

Section 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect when a copy has been
accepted by the postal authorities of the Government of the United States for special delivery by
certified mail to the Department of State.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County,
Florida, at a regular meeting of said Board held on the the day of .
2006.

Mayor McCoy s
Mavor Pro Tem Nelson
Commissioner Neugent e
Commissioner Rice B
Commissioner Spehar

(SEAL) BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Attest: DANNY L. KOLHAGE, Clerk OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA
By By

Deputy Clerk Mayor/Chairperson

MEMAGE COUNTY ATTOBM

g
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